
Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 

The Monthly Newsletter of the  

First Congregational Church of Oroville, California 
 

Informing you of our Ministry - Inviting you to Worship with us - Welcoming you always 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

   We are quickly coming to the closing time of transition in our min-

istry together. This is the next to the last Chimes article I will write. But 

you will have others writing in this space for the years ahead. Life goes 

on. In the several congregations I have left someone always came to 

provide the pastoral leadership for the church. I always liked to joke 

that after I left people would ask "Jerry" who? When I left the Califor-

nia Prison system after ten years as a guard in Chino, California to serve 

to my first church, I thought surely the whole prison would close and 

the inmates would riot but they didn't miss a beat. "Jerry" who? You 

folks will do the same 
 

   At the end of June of this year, when I announced my intention to re-

tire at the end of December 2017, admittedly I felt a mixture of emo-

tions. I felt sadness at the prospect of separating my life from the lives 

of many who had been significant persons for Ginger and me. I also felt 

a mixture of anticipation for a new adventure in retirement, albeit for 

the third time. After all, my life, as well as Ginger's, has been centered 

around the church and the community. 
 

   Also, each time I have moved from a congregation, I have traveled 

many hundreds of miles away. This time I am only 28 miles away. But 

it must be considered the same as hundreds as I have to separate myself, 

ethically, from all of you when you have someone here to serve. Your 

Search Committee is at work to see that this happens. 
    

   So in this time of letting go let us keep praying for each other and the 

mission of our church. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jerry 

First Congregational Church of Oroville 
1715 Bird Street, Oroville, California 

A great place to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

Worship Leaders 

Jerry Hambleton — Pastor 

John Zenor — Organist 

Regina Jensen—Choir Director 
 

 

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule 

9:00 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  

10:00 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  

11:00 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 
 

First Tuesday of the month 

9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 
 

Every Tuesday 

1:00 pm  Sewing Group   Youth Room 
 

Every Thursday 

5:00 pm Choir Practice  Chapel 
 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 

Sandy Bolt 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 

 (530) 533-2483 
 
 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 



REPORTS 
 

Council... 
 

Those who were able to attend the joint service with the Presbyterian 

Church were amply rewarded with amazing renditions by the Festival Choir 

and its fifty members. Much of the music was composed by Director Allan 

Petker and was most inspiring. It was a pleasure to see some of our own 

choir members participating. The service was followed by a spectacular 

luncheon provided by members of both congregations. 
 

On the council's agenda at the last meeting were several items including 

progress being made by our Pastoral committee, the YMCA program at our 

facility, and proposed Holiday Season activities including a concert or two. 
 

We are so blessed with talented members who have been wearing more 

than one hat these days as we seek to expand our community outreach and 

membership. We look forward to a busy and dedicated year ahead, welcom-

ing all helpful suggestions along the way and giving thanks for the spiritual 

opportunities that lay before us. 

 

Jim Lenhoff, 

Moderator 

 

 

Trustees.. 
.October 11. 2017 
 

The Trustees approved a 5 year lease with the YMCA for the use of the 

Annex building for their programs and classes (with the exception of the 

office). They will pay $375 a month for rent, PG&E and phone. They will 

be responsible for custodial services, garbage and repairs due to their usage 

or any damage resulting from their occupancy. We will negotiate any re-

pairs over $500. The most likely, any air conditioning replacement (the ex-

isting ones are getting older). 
 

Our agreed purpose is to give support to the local YMCA which was, ac-

cording to Jim Lenhoff, founded by Mrs. Ehmann. Our church will not 

make a profit from this agreement but will assure that we have no loses as 

our budget is currently at a deficit. 
 

The signatures for the Bank of America deposit box were Mary Grant, who 

The  CHIMES 

has moved away, and Bill Parker, who has passed away. We have appoint-

ed Jim Lenhoff and Carolyn Lindsay as new replacements. This bank box 

fee is $3 a month. It contains 11 documents. The office has the inventory. 
 

We do not have a fireproof file cabinet. If anyone wants to donate one, it 

would be welcome. We do have records in the office that should be safe-

guarded. 
 

Although the Congregation voted to approve negotiations with “Jordan’s 

Crossing” for use of parts of our building for their services & classes, they 

decided to go to the Methodist Church which better suits their needs. 
 

Much to our surprise, we were not aware that our fire alarm phone system, 

even though previously inspected, was not in compliance. We now have a 

required secondary “cell” system at a cost of $425 which will have a $115 

monthly fee but will be cheaper than the alternate additional phone. 

 

Jane Warmack 

Trustee Chairperson 

 

 

Diaconate... 
 

Fall is here and the holidays are just around the corner.  This is the season 

of thanksgiving – being thankful for all that we have in our life and all that 

we have to look forward to, so smile, open your heart and mind and wel-

come and enjoy all that is available to you. 
 

We will again have the joint Service of Thanksgiving with GracePoint 

Church.  It is tentatively set for December 3rd.  Save the date and join us in 

the special service and by giving thanks to all.  
 

Pastor Jerry will be doing the service at Country Crest on Sunday Novem-

ber 19th at 2:00 p.m.  It is just a simple service for the residents of Country 

Crest. It is a simple service and I have joined him several times and really 

enjoyed how much the residents appreciate it.  It would be nice if some of 

you could join us there.  It is a great service that the Cooperating Christian 

Churches does for the community and we are proud to be part of it. 
 

Happy early Thanksgiving to all of you. 

 

Shirley Quackenbush 

The  CHIMES 



The war was over 

With the defeat of Japan, 

My father and I 

Left this cruel land. 
 

This is my story 

And it is all true. 

It was meant for me  

But I’ll tell it to you. 
 

My father and I 

Stood side by side 

My brothers met us 

Said mother had died. 
 

We lost our home  

To a greedy bank. 

Payments stopped coming 

Our government to thank. 
 

With all the pain 

We had been through 

I hated the Japanese, 

Maybe you would too. 
 

I started thinking 

As a bitter man, 

I wanted no Jap  

To shake my hand. 
 

A few months later 

Asleep in my bed 

I had this dream, 

This is what it said: 

 

I was at the ocean 

Overlooking the bay 

People started screaming 

And running away. 
 

When a book so large 

It shaded the sun 

After being in Hell 

I refused to run 
 

But as this book  

Arose from the sea 

It carried a message 

Made surely for me. 
 

It carried a message 

So honest and true 

It made me ashamed, 

But I’ll tell it to you. 
 

In big bold letters 

All that it said 

“HATE DESTROYS THE WORLD” 

I sat up in bed. 
 

I started thinking 

Back to Japan 

Then remembered a lady 

And also a man 
 

We carried cement 

Out to the road 

100 pound sacks 

Was a terrible load. 

 

The  CHIMES 

We both were starving 

And ready to die 

When a Japanese lady 

Came walking by. 
 

The Japanese guard 

Chased her away 

But she came back 

That very same day 
 

Dropped two sweet potatoes 

There by our feet 

I’ve never tasted anything  

So good and so sweet. 
 

Other Japanese people 

I remembered next day 

Helped us survive 

In Hell, just this way. 
 

It gave us hope 

That we could survive 

Then come back home 

And still both alive. 
 

It has helped a lot 

These many years 

To smile and forgive 

Then hide all my tears. 

 

The  CHIMES 

The following poem was written by the father of church member  

Kathy Hardy following his confinement in a Japanese prisoner-of-war  

camp during World War II. 
 

HATE DESTROYS THE WORLD 
By C. Leroy Myers 

Authors note: 
 

The above poem is true. There 

was a message on the other page. 

I started to get out of bed and 

write both pages down but then 

thought I could not forget them. 

The next morning I could only 

remember the first page (and) for 

the rest of my life I have tried to 

remember what it said. The sec-

ond page seemed just as im-

portant as the first at that time. 
 

  C. Leroy Myers 

 

https://www.hayspost.com/2014/07/21/museum-exhibit-will-focus-on-history-of-the-american-flag/
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Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

 

PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at the 

following locations by agreement between the Church and the owners 
of the lots. 

 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner of Bird 
and Oak Streets. 

 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 
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First Congregational Church  
1715 Bird St., Oroville 

 

Friday, January 26, 2018   -   11:30 to 1:00 
 

COME JOIN US. WE WILL BE OFFERING 
SIX KINDS OF SOUPS  
TRY ONE or TRY ALL 

 

Bread and dessert included 
 

$10.00 per person donation 
 

Reservations recommended but not required  -  533-2483 
 

** Take out available ** 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

“Thanksgiving is one of my favorite days of the year because it re-

minds us to give thanks and to count our blessings. Suddenly, so many 

things become so little when we realize how blessed and lucky we are.”  
 

      -Joyce Giraud 
 

“Cooking tip: 
 

Wrap turkey leftovers in aluminum foil and throw them out.”  
 

      -Nicole Hollander 



 

 

Chimes Deadline will be Tues. Nov. 27 
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
6 Gil Goodman  

18 Jana Black 

20 Emil Meyer 

21 Leanne Monica Converse 

29 Diane Toscano 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

None on record 
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Doris Moore 
February 20, 1929 - October 1, 2017 

 

Doris Moore, a long time member of the  

First Congregational Church of Oroville, passed away  

October 1, 2017 in Chico, California. 

 

Doris was a well known and active member of the  

First Congregational Church for many years and a prominent  

member of the choir before moving to Chico, California.  

Doris will be sadly missed by all her family and friends. 

 

John Loewe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We note the unexpected passing of John Loewe, editor and publisher 

of the weekly Oroville Mirror. John personally covered many of our 

church events and featured an attractive weekly advertisement about 

our services and activities. John was a successful entrepreneur and 

positive influence in our community. We will miss John, his gracious 

smile and ever present camera. 

In Memoriam Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of October 
Thru 10/15/17 

 

Approved annual budget for 2017–2018  $   94,750.00  

 Budget needs for each week:   $     1,822.12 

Budget needs each month:   $     7,895.83 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Income for the month: 

Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    3,397.80 

 Organ Maintenance    $         50.00   

 Chimes Donation          $         40.00 

 Garden Fund     $         25.00

      

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:    $    3,512.80 


